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An Eco-friendly Industry

The establishment of Alba in the early 1970s
marked the beginning of the diversification
of Bahrain's economy. It paved the way for
industrial growth in Bahrain and the Gulf
region and today, Alba is one of the leading
aluminium smelters of the world.

Alba has always maintained a high track
record of safety and quality of environment
by following and implementing international
standards. This has resulted in protecting
the environment through huge investments
in eco-friendly measures that have
enhanced sustainability as well as aided the
preservation of a healthy environment for
generations to come.

From 1992 to 2002, Alba invested nearly
US 600S million on various projects for
the development and conservation of the
environment. One of the most prominent
environmental projects undertaken was the
installation of seven fume treatment plants
inorderto control the emissions, thus making
Alba one of the most environmentally-
friendly smelters around the world.

Alba's efforts towards sustainability have
resulted in numerous prestigious awards
such as the United Nations Environment
Protection (UNEP) Award in 1997 and
the Millennium Business Award for
Environmental Achievement in 2000. In
2005, Alba also won the GCC Prize for
the Best Industrial Establishment that
complies with Environmental Standards and
Specifications.
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From a Desert into
a Green Oasis

Perhaps, the most significant evidence
of Alba's commitment towards the
environment in general and, in particular
towards agriculture, is the Her Royal
Highness Princess Sabeeka Oasis. Situated
in the Southern part of the smelter, the Oasis
extends from Alba health care centre area
in the East to the central workshops in the
west.

The blueprint of the Oasis was drafted in
2004 and soon it began to take shape in
2005; over the following years, it was further
developed and many projects to beautify
the place were undertaken. The Oasis was
named after Her Royal Highness Princess
Sabeeka bint Ibrahim Al Khalifa, the Wife of
His Majesty King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa,
and Chairwoman of the Supreme Council for
Women, following her visit to the Oasis on
March 2009 ,10.

The HRH Princess Sabeeka Oasis is a source
of pride for Alba. It tells future generations
of Alba’s success in being able to transform
a desert into a beautiful Oasis.

The Oasis is divided into three sections:

1. Water Cover
+ Large Artificial Lake
+  Waterway
+ Natural Lake

2. Green Cover

3. Vegetable Garden




1. Water Cover

The water coverisdividedinto three sections.
The Artificial Lake, considered as one of the
largest artificial lakes in the Kingdom of
Bahrain, has an area of about 10,000 square
meters and a capacity of more than 22,000
cubic meters of treated water. The water
resulting from the cooling process of the
aluminum moulds is pumped into the lake
and sent to the Oasis for irrigation and for
other agricultural purposes.

The lake has a diverse aquatic life such as
fish, ducks, turtles, frogs and other types of
freshwater fish like Tilapia fish. The lake is
also a haven for migratory birds such as the
Flamingos, Hoopoes, Gulls, etc.

The Waterway, which covers an area of
about 1,500 square meters, is considered
an important part of the Oasis. It carries the
downstream water from the Casthouse and
was designed with the purpose of cooling
the industrial wastewater to the appropriate
degree as well as purifying it before using
it for the lake and other irrigation purposes.

The third part of the water cover is the
Natural Lake, which covers an area of about
3,500 square meters. Shaped like the old
traditional natural water wells in Bahrain,
the water is mainly used to irrigate plants.




2. Green Cover

The HRH Prince Sabeeka Oasis has a long
green patch of more than 300 meters and
contains many species of plants and more
than 8,500 trees including the Sesbania,
Cordia, Oleander, Palm trees, Plumeria
amongst others.

3. Vegetable Garden

The area of the vegetable garden that
mediates the Oasis is about 2 hectares and
contains many types of vegetables and
Bahraini local fruit trees. Several irrigation
methods are used in the garden such as the
drip irrigation, along with the traditional
method of water immersion used in Bahraini
farms.

Various types of vegetables are planted
in the garden for every season -- broccolj,
radish, onion, cauliflower, cabbage,
eggplant, lettuce, carrot, spinach, tomato
and others are planted during winter and,
cucumber, squash, melon, okra, sweet
potato, pomegranates, almonds and berries
are planted during summer.

The Landscaping Section in Alba distributes
the seasonal crops of the garden, which is
estimated at more than 6 tonnes per year, to
Alba employees on a regular basis.
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Recent Development
Projects

Alba has implemented numerous projects
recently in the Oasis, which have been
possible due to the ideas, efforts and
commitment of the employees to protect,
preserve and enhance the Oasis.

One of the most prominent developments
has been the expansion of the Oasis area
from 9 to 12 hectares with more trees
and greenery being incorporated into the
landscape. The vegetable garden area was
also extended from 0.9 to 2 hectares, thus
increasing the production of vegetables
from 3 to 6 tonnes per year.

Another plan that was successfully
implemented was the upgrading of the
irrigation systems and pipeline network,
which increased the capacity of the
pumps from 500 cubic meters up to 1000

cubic meters of water. Additionally, in due
collaboration with Alba Laboratory, the
filtration and water purification systems
were improved in the artificial lake as well
as the waterway in order to monitor and
control the PH levels in water.

Numerous beautification projects have been
successfully executed throughout the Oasis.

- Many fountains were installed in the lake,
which not only improves the circulation
of the lake water but also gives a touch of
picturesque beauty to the lake during day
and night.

- To enhance the biodiversity at the Oasis,
pigeon houses were installed, and more
wildlife such as frogs, turtles, ducks and
around 400 Tilapia fishes were added to the
lake.

- A new waterfall of more than 40 square
meters has been commissioned in the south
side of the lake.

- Under the directives of the HRH Princess
Sabeeka bin Ibrahim Al Khalifa, 99.9% of the
environmentally-harmful Conocarpus trees
were removed and replaced with more than
1,300 trees of local fruit trees.

- To enhance the experience for guests at
the Oasis, shaded areas and resting chairs
were added to the landscape making it an
ideal place for visitors to rest. The Bahrain
International Garden Show stand, in which
Alba participates every year, is also later
exhibited at Alba and showcases the green
efforts taken by Alba.
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Oasis Hall

Albainauguratedthe Oasis Hallon December
15, 2013 marking the celebrations of
Bahrain's 42nd National Day and 14th
Anniversary of HM the King's accession to
the throne.

The Hall -- one of the most vital
developments carried out at the Oasis -- can
accommodate about 250-300 people. It was
constructed as a multipurpose area to host
the company’s important meetings as well
as visitors.

Situated on the South side of the lake, it was
designed such that it offers a spectacular
view of the green area on one side and the
lake on the other side. It is truly a special
venue within Alba as it offers a view and has
an ambience that other meeting halls within
Alba do not have.

It enabled Alba to conduct first-of-its-kind
town hall meetings as Alba’s Executive
Management updated all employees on
company'’s performance during last year and
expectations for the current year.




A Window to the Society

Alba's approach to the founding and
development of the HRH Princess Sabeeka
Oasis was not simply a matter of going green
but it was to express and demonstrate the
interest of an industrial plantin environment
and agriculture.

Through the Oasis, Alba communicates
to the society its commitment towards
the environment and showcases its
achievements  in  agriculture.  Alba
regularly conducts environmental and
agricultural tours for guests from various
organisations and institutions as well as
by hosts many visits from schools’ and
other establishments. The company also
participates in environmental events such
as the Bahrain International Garden Show,
where it showcases and distributes different
crops grown at the Oasis.

Extending the company’s efforts towards
community services, Alba has undertaken
many initiatives -- afforestation steps to
transform the desert area of Askar Road into
a green patch of more than 8,000 square
meters and similar projects as part of the
restoration of the Al-Malikya Beach as well
as planting green patches and spaces of
trees, shrubs and grass in many schools.

This beautiful green space within Alba
reflects the company’s success at various
levels, which are not limited to the
production of high-quality aluminum alone.
All these have been achieved through the
support and guidance of the wise leadership
of the Kingdom of Bahrain and the unlimited
support from the employees of Alba.
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